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It’s an honor to address the KNC community for the first 
time since being named interim president and CEO on 
September 1. Like many long-time Kalamazoo residents, my 
first visit to the Nature Center came during an elementary 
school field trip. Looking at KNC through new eyes as an 
adult and nonprofit leader has been a wonderful learning 
experience. I’ve met most of our nearly 70 staff and 
visited our Nature’s Way Preschool and Heronwood Field 
Station. My biggest takeaway so far? I’m astounded by the 
remarkable talent pool and natural resources that we have. 
As a beloved local institution and destination for outdoor 
recreation, KNC has few peers in the Lower Peninsula. While 
I have yet to hike all 14 miles of our trail network, I’ve seen 
enough to know why Kalamazoo’s heartfelt connections to 
KNC run deep. There’s an unparalleled sense of beauty and 
wonder here that hooks people for life.   
Nonetheless, as with any modern nonprofit, KNC has its 
share of challenges. And, I’m no stranger to those: I’ve been 
executive director of Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity 
and Ministry with Community, Inc. with other stops along 
the way. I’ve found that there’s no single solution for 
balancing a nonprofit’s mission with the need to grow and 
sustain its operations. Still, I’m eager to help determine what 
that might look like for KNC. During my time here, I’ll work 
closely with our board and staff to make KNC more resilient, 
fiscally sound, attractive to visitors and accessible to people 
of all abilities and backgrounds. I believe that taking 
these steps together is the best way to prepare for a new 
president/CEO in 2024. 

Sincerely,  
ROB OAKLEAF
Interim President & CEO

< KNC’s Headwaters Trail by Jim Triezenberg

2022-23 Board of Trustees
Chairperson Denise Keele, Ph.D.  |  Wendy Schlett (Chair Elect) Jim Stark (Past Chair)  |  Phillip Heasley (Treasurer) 

Britni Russell-Bianchi (Secretary)  |  Dr. Kelly Clarke  |  Khalid el-Hakim, Ph.D.  |  Matthew Hollander  |   Jim Justice  |  Robert 
Loftus  |  Lucas Mansberger  |  Paul Manstrom  |  Steven Rypma  |  Afifa Thaj  |  Kalie Vogt (Member -at-Large)

Welcome to New Board Members

Setting the Stage for What Comes Next

Chris Fusciardi 
Associate Finance  
Manager, Stryker

Reality Rojas 
Director of Operations,  
Southwest Michigan  
Land Conservancy

Kalie Vogt 
Community  
Volunteer 
Kalamazoo 



Paul Manstrom Retires from Board – but his Contributions Continue
While KNC board member Paul Manstrom will step down from his trustee position on December 31, his 

service to the organization will continue. He has agreed to serve as sustainability coordinator for a $265,000 
grant that KNC received in August from the Michigan Public Service Commission. 
“Paul has extensive experience with renewable energy, both in his role as an energy analyst with Andy J. 
Egan Company and as associate vice president for management at Kalamazoo College,” said Dr. Denise 
Keele, KNC board chair. “He’s an ideal candidate to help manage the low carbon grant, given his detailed 

knowledge of KNC’s mechanical and solar generation systems.”
The MPSC grant is officially known as the Low Carbon Energy Infrastructure Planning project. This effort will 

serve as a roadmap for KNC as it pursues its goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2035. When complete, the plan will help guide 
the construction of renewable energy infrastructure at the Nature Center. Along with the plan's engineering and design elements, 
it will include an educational component to advance KNC's mission of education and public outreach. The plan's key elements will:    
• Expand on-site Renewable Energy Capacity (primarily through new solar arrays on the main campus)  
• Develop an on-site energy storage unit to minimize renewable energy outflow to the utility grid  
• Create a plan to convert KNC's service fleet from gasoline and diesel engines to propane and electric-powered vehicles 
• Reduce Scope 3 emissions attributable to KNC operations 
by installing up to eight EV charging stations on-site  
• Develop educational and interactive exhibits to showcase 
technologies (sensors, data displays, etc.) that track energy 
use and production in ways clearly visible to staff and visitors

Paul Manstrom, above, helped with the  
recent installation of a new solar  

array at Heronwood Field Station. >

KNC’s Visitor Center Turns 60
Long-awaited Visitor Center renovations are now underway, thanks to a generous grant from the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation. 
The marks the largest VC renovation that the Nature Center has undertaken since the late 1990s. The most visible upgrades 
so far have been to the outside. Crews from H&H Painting have repainted the soffit and fascia around the entire building. The 
bright white paint provides a welcome fresh look. 
The exterior work also involves repainting the steel railing and post supports for the Tree Top deck and Visitor Center bridge. 
The now orange-red girders and railing – reminiscent of the Golden Gate Bridge – are part of the building’s original palette, 
as designed by architect Alden B. Dow. The plan here is to restore the bridge’s deck to its natural wood finish, as seen in early 
photos. 
Inside, staff will soon work with an interior designer to pick the right flooring to cover the exhibit area, Glen Vista Gallery and 
building entrances. The designer will help us choose a durable surface that reflects the mid-century modern design aesthetic of 
this historic building. Since the floor may last 25 years, it’s best to choose wisely! KNC has decided on a new flooring choice for 
the classroom, and new lighting for the exhibit area. Staff will seek to choose light fixtures that provide better illumination and 
adhere to the building’s architectural heritage. We are excited to watch as a new sparkle is added to this iconic building, just in 
time to celebrate its 60th year.

Kalie Vogt 
Community  
Volunteer 
Kalamazoo 



Chester the broad-winged hawk is one of KNC’s younger birds. Broad-winged hawks prefer nesting near forest openings and 
a body of water. They avoid human disturbance. They look for food in meadows and wetlands. When you visit Chester for a 
program, you also learn a bit about the conservation and restoration of the habitats on which Chester’s broad-winged clan 
depends.   
Behind the scenes of our animal ambassadors’ program is the work of providing the highest level of care for the avian 
members of our team. We only welcome birds who are able to live a healthy life but are injured and deemed non-releasable. 
While they are with us, we strive to support their well-being from both a physical, mental, and social-emotional perspective.   
Population declines, habitat protection, and species extinction are at the heart of KNC’s Animal Ambassador education. The 
Birds of Prey are an important part of our work as it relates to local animal relatives and their habitat, offering a connection to 
place, and pathways toward better local habitat stewardship.   
Through work with the International Association of Avian Trainers and Educators (IAATE), we have updated our training 
approach to include the latest research in caring for the social and emotional health of Birds of Prey. As research provides 
new information, we will adapt our care and animal housing. A highlight of 2023 is the completion of six new large spaces 
for our birds. They offer a much larger area for our birds and follow new and coming standards for space requirements, 
enclosure mesh, lumber type, and better ceiling and flooring materials and design to eliminate the risk of potential breach of 
enclosures by predators. They also include room for expansion when we are ready to add to our team of ambassadors. Our 
birds are visibly happier and respond better to training and companionship with our staff support team. You will see increased 

programming with our birds in the coming months and years as they get acclimated 
to their space and continue learning with our BOP training staff.   

Yet to come is a plan for a visually appealing fence line around our 
enclosures to remind our visitors to give a safe and comfortable distance for our 

birds. We will add native landscaping, signage, and trail access for an optimal 
experience in this vibrant new home for the birds. 

Special thanks to our strong team of animal ambassador volunteers who have 
helped care for our birds and keep their needs at the core of our decision-
making during this move.  
 

< Animal Care Manager Cheyenne Gandy and  
Chester the broad-winged hawk at last year’s  
Maple Sugar Festival program.

^ Visit the birds in their new home located in the KNC Arboretum!

New Mews for KNC’s Birds of Prey



KNC Rentals Program 
Invites People to Nature 
The invitation to reconnect with nature sometimes can 
indeed be an invitation – to a wedding, a birthday party, 
a memorial luncheon, or a company retreat. Life’s biggest 
moments unfold here surrounded by the beauty of our 
natural world. The opportunity to provide the space for 
these gatherings is an honor and a testament to KNC’s 
role in the lives of the people in our community who have 
chosen to host their events here - and to their deeply 
rooted connections to nature. For guests, these times 
of vows, tears, and cheers become opportunities for 
reflection and reconnection to the natural world. Molly 
reflected on the memorial she held for her mother here 
at KNC this year, “Guests mentioned the view into the 
forest made everyone feel lighter and focused on life ... 
a reminder of that life and death are the natural order, a 
reminder of divine order, of life beyond.” 
When our community gathers together here, among the 
forests and fields, nature is at the heart of the gathering. 
Nature’s invitation is a meaningful way Kalamazoo Nature 
Center fulfills our mission to create relationships and 
experiences that inspire people to discover, enjoy, value, 
and care for nature.

KNC’s Kalamazoo Valley Bird Observatory (KVBO) works with bird 
observatories around the globe to gather data on bird migration 
routes using the Motus Wildlife Tracking System. Led by Bird Studies 
Canada, this system uses networked receiving towers to detect 
specialized radio tracking devices on wildlife from up to 15 kilometers 
away and shares these reports with researchers worldwide. At this 
time, the KVBO operates towers at both KNC and the Pitsfield 
banding station, while also working closely with 17 other statewide 
Motus receivers that make up the Michigan Motus Array. Together 
with other international receivers, this network dramatically increases 
researchers’ abilities to track bird migration across Michigan and 
beyond.
As of late September, a new Motus wildlife tracking tower is in 
place near the sixth hole at Ann Arbor’s Huron Hills Golf Course. 
This receiver location now completes a dedicated line of antennas 
from east to west across southern Michigan, which should allow 
researchers to track the movements of any tagged birds that are 
migrating north or south within the state. Nearby, it will also help 
inform habitat management in Ann Arbor’s natural areas. In its short 
time of activity, the tower at Huron Hills Golf Course has already 
made five detections, including the state-threatened Eastern Whip-
poor-will and the state-endangered Kirtland’s Warbler. 
Since 2018, the data from Michigan Motus Array has provided over 
170 confirmed bird observations, contributing to at least 25 different 
research projects that help us learn more about the migratory 
behavior and survival of wildlife. At the moment, 34 countries are 
participating in this worldwide effort, sharing data between over 
1,800 receiver stations like the new one in Ann Arbor.  Anyone can 
follow the daily tracking activity of this tower or any others in the 
network online at motus.org/explore. Or, see highlights from last 
year’s Michigan Motus activity at naturecenter.org/motus. 

Michigan Motus Project Expands



Numbers At a Glance2022-23 
Numbers

Total Revenues    
$3,969,614
 
n  Endowment Income                  24%
n  Contributions and Grants             34%
n  Tuition and Program Fees             34%
n  Memberships                4%
n  Rental Income                3%
n  Admissions and Special Events         1%
n  Retail Operations                           1%

Expenditures    
$4,270,698

n  Learning & Engagement      34%
n  Conservation Stewardship              20%
n  Member/Visitor Services               4%
n  Administration                          21% 
n  Facilities Management                    11%
n  Development                                  10%

Net Deficit                           $301,084

Note: These charts represent unaudited financial information  
for fiscal year ended August 31, 2023.

5,673 
KNC Members

4,646
Birds banded at Kalamazoo 

Valley Bird Observatory

774 
Acres of habitat managed at 
KNC and client properties by 

KNC Ecological Services

8,364/400 
Individual butterflies/surveys 

for Michigan Butterfly Network 
butterfly monitoring

17/140 
Volunteer land stewardship 

events/stewardship volunteers

944/$9,329
KNC Campers/fincial assistance 

for Camp awarded

119 
Nature’s Way Preschool 

enrollment

109  
Community Supported 

Agriculture U-Pick shareholders  
at DeLano Farms

97/4,340
Facility rentals/guests

358/2,435   
Volunteers/volunteer hours

134/1,821
Public programs/participants

1,889  
School program participants 

  44/10  
Heronwood student enrollment/

Youth Climate Leaders

16,796/4,767
Facebook/Instagram followers 

as of August 31

26,526 
Google Interactions

73,961
Website visits (NatureCenter.org)

1,667 KNC members enjoyed free admission  
to the participating organizations,  

and 621 partner members visited KNC  
in October, 2022.  

Southwest 
Michigan's 

Cultural 
Membership 

Exchange 



Many Thanks to our Donors

SANDHILL CRANE 
($5,000+) 

David S. Bach
Mark A. Bach
Batts-McColl Fund
The  Burdick-Thorne Foundation
James L Wise Charitable Trust
Colina Foundation
Hugh and Constance Mehaffie 

Family Foundation
ENNA Foundation
Irving S.  Gilmore Foundation
Graphic Packaging International
Evelyn Iversen
Kalamazoo Community 

Foundation
Kalamazoo Nature Center 

Endowment Fund (Agency)
Kalsec, Inc.
Kevin Howard and Lewis C 

Howard Inc
Bill C. Main
Mary I Dobrovir Charitable Trust
Metro Toyota
The George & Amy  Monroe 

Foundation
Robert C. Nixon
The Marvin and Rosalie  Okun 

Foundation
The Hall Foundati on
Barbara J. Parish
Gillian Stoltman
George N. Todd
Tyler-Little Family Foundation
Suzanne  Upjohn Delano Parish 

Foundation
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Walk Tall Foundation for Kids Inc
Lawrence and Sylvia  Wong 

Foundation
Eugene Wu

GREAT BLUE HERON 
($1,000-$4,999) 
Scott and Holly Allen
Ann Mason Wildlife Fund
Alice Batts Apkarian and V. Ara 

Apkarian
Arts Midwest, INC
Phyllis J. Barents
Brain Trust Technologies LLC
Breakwater Capital
Charities Aid Foundation America
Carol and Donald Coggan
Connable Fund
Cyber Grants Front Door
Linda and Daniel Depta
Edwards Garment Co.
Paul and Mary Elzinga
Steve and Constance Ferguson
Conrad and Sonja Fischer

Alfred Garcia and Sandra Edwards
Jim Haas
Hammond Roto-Finish
Phillip and Lynne Heasley
Kathryn A. Heldreth
Ed and Ginnie Hessler
Illinois Facilities Fund
Eric Jensen
Katherine Kelley and Kent 

Oflaherty
Kellogg Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Phil J. Kinney
LE Retailer, LLC
Priscilla S. McDougal
Nancy Malcomson Connable Fund
Barbara and Robert Nixon
Bob and Kay O’Boyle
Donald and Ann Parfet
PayPal Giving Fund
Polzin Family Fund
Mary Ann Renz
RiverRun Press
Schupan
Si and Shirley Johnson Family 

Fund
Thomas J. and Kathleen W. Smith
Andrea Starz
Dennis J. Stelzer Jr.
Stewart Donor Advised Fund
AnneMarie and Jon Suarez-Davis
Margery H. Thomas
Mary L. Tyler
United Way South Central 

Michigan
Tristan and Emily Wilson
James B. and Margaret Woodruff
Andrew and Rachel Worgess

COMMON LOON  
($500-$999) 
Stacy Burton
Stephen W. Allen
Robert S. Amberg
Bell’s Brewery Inc.
Natalie Biddle
Bob Boisture
Kal Campbell
Green Dino
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & 

Huber, Inc.
Christine E. Flagler
Good Ink LLC
Gun Lake Tribe
Barbara S. Havira
Janet Hayward
Adrienne Heidema
Tamara Hirzel
Ed Kenny
Skip Lee
Patricia A. Lisak
Kevin McCall

Robert L. Morris
Sara Nicholson
Paul G. Rehkopf
David Rittelmann
Jill Roberts
Willard M. Rose
Rose Street Advisors
Pamela Rups
Theophile Saillant
Seber Tans, PLC
Pamela H. Sotherland
Thomas M. Springer
Sandra L. Standish
Joshua Stoops
Robert D. Strung
Kathryn Sullivan
Cheryl Tenbrink
Timon P. Tesar
Linnaea M. Thomas
United way of Greater St. Louis, 

Inc.
Vine Neighborhood Association
Western Michigan University - 

Speech Language Hearing Sci.
Wild Birds Unlimited
Roger and Molly  Williams Family 

Foundation
WMU - Institute of the 

Environment and Sustainability

BLUEBIRD ($100-$449)
Dorienne Adams
Air Zoo
Amazon Smile Foundation
Andrew Ambrosio
Americana Foundation
Arbor Chiropractic
Tracy Argo
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo
Dorothy M. Bainbridge
Ken Baker
Robert Barber
Anna Barnhart
Marc A. Barton
Lisa C. Bass
BDO USA, LLP
Christine Behrens
Lynn A. Belco
Daphne Ben
The  Benevity Community Impact 

Fund

Jeffrey L. Bernstein
Steve Bertman
Better World Builders, LLC
Deborah J. Beyer
Jon-Paul Bianchi
Harry R. Bird
The  Blackbaud Giving Fund
Blain’s Farm and Fleet
CarolSue H. Borkholder
Carla Brigham
Troy Bungart
Elizabeth A. Burns
Bruce L. Caple
Christine A. Chadderdon
Sarah Charters
John R. Chenault
Cherri’s Chocol’art
William Christiansen
William R. Christiansen
Cicada Fibers
Michael J. Clark
Molly K. Cole
Barbara Coleman
Patricia Coles-Chalmers
Corners Limited
Laura Cousineau
Linda Cox
Linda Crookston
Crop Services International
Yolande Crosby
Susan R. Csia
Martha Dahlinger
Charles Darby
George de Alth
Katie Degesie
George B. DeLano
Sara Della-Coletta
Andrea Deming
Valerie Denghel
DeNooyer Chevrolet
Carol Dent
Deborah DeZeeuw
Gary & Marjory  Dietz Charitable 

Fund
Patricia E. Dolan
Ann Drake
Caren Dybek
Randall W. Eberts
Forrest Ehmke
Susan and Fred  Einspahr 

Charitable Gift Trust

The names listed represent gifts of both general support and special areas of 
donor interest. As always, we have made every attempt at accuracy. If you see an 
error or omission, please contact Tom Springer, Vice President of Development, at 
(269) 381-1574 ext 35.  



Ronald A. Elenbaas
Greg Elfring
Stacy Engebretson
David Erdman
Monica A. Evans
John E.  Fetzer Institute Fund
Shon Field
John B. Fink
Carolina Flickinger
Debra J. Flook
Beverly C. Folz
Lisa Forrest
Ralph Freed
James M. Frey
James D. Froom
John Fulgoni
Richard Fuller
Ronald L. Fuller
Gina Gagnon
Paul Gambka
John W. Garside
Ilse Gebhard
David Gentry
Philip Georgeau
Carol A. Gersmehl
Geum Services, Inc.
Carl Giacobone
Sharon Gill
Pamela Glines
James Gluys
Bruce Gosling
Sue A. Grossman
Roman Grubbs
Benjamin Hackett
Jack Haeger
Dean W. Halderson
Charles M. Hall
Alan A. Halpern
Caroline R. Ham
Laura A. Hamann
Wendy Hand
Jay Hansen
Cheryl M. Herrera
Colette Heusinkveld
Malcolm Hickok
Ashley Hill
Jim Hillenbrand
Henry T. Holland
Mary Holliday
Suzanne Huberty
Robert Huiskamp
Dom Iammarino

Carl H. Ill
Natalie Jackson
Steve Jaeger
Paula Jamison
Nancy L. Johnson
Catherine Johnson
James M. Justen
Kalamazoo Area Wild Ones
Kalamazoo Climate Crisis 

Coalition
Kalamazoo Garden Council, Inc.
David Karowe
Conrad Kaufman
Baljit Kaur
John Keagle
Brenda S. Keith
Linda K. Kekic
Josh Keller
Julie Kerr
Renee S. Kivikko
Julie Kleis-Bramer
Michael Knox
Samantha Kowalisyn
Russell N. Kowalisyn
Michael A. Krischer
Kelley Kronberg
Mary Kruska
Sandra L. Kuentzel
Karin A. Larsen
Catherine A. Larson
Chris Lee
Dale Lighthizer
Calvin D. Longcore
Joanne Lowery
Bobbe Luce
Patricia R. Lynn
Gail MacNellis
Kathy Malone
Sarah Mansberger
Paul W. Manstrom
Penelope Marsh
Emily Marshall
Cheryl Martin
Douglas McLaughlin
Joyce K. McNally
Steven J. McWethy
David O. Middleton
Joanne E. Miller
Donald J. Miller
Miller Auditorium
Linda Mills
Verne M. Mills

Patrice Mindock
Larry R. Moening
Sally E. Morris
Janet Muller
Josh Murphy
Gregory S. Nakken
Thomas E. Nehil
Richard V. Nendorf
Martin E. Obed
George Palmer
Timothy Palmer
Donna M. Parr
Elyse Perry
Petal Pushers Garden Club
Robert P. Peterson
Mary Pipkin
Portage Garden Club
Cynthia K. Porter
Carol L. Powell
Paul Rahn
Heather Ratliff
Ellen Reed
Arthur L. Riley
David Rittelmann
G. Philip Robertson
Keith Robertson
Christopher Rohwer
Lindy M. Rose
Samantha Roslund
RPK Fund
David S. Scarrow
Wendy Schlett
Leslee Schnepp
Diane Schuemann
John Schuemann
Nora Seilhemer
Philip Sells
Katrina Shepherd
Russell Simons
Thomas E. Small
Eric Smith
James W. Smith
Ann M. Soper
James E. Summers
Nancy Sundberg
WMU Sustainability
Janet Tagett
Kat T. Takahashi
Meg Tang
Joshua Taylor
Richard Taylor
Anne Terry

Ann B. Terwilliger
Grace Tiffany
Lori Timmer
Michelle Tombro Tracy
Chris Tracy
Colleen D. Traylor
Mary Trout
Toni Lyn Tyler
Lawrence A. Ulmer
Upjohn Household Account
Amy E. Upjohn
Linda Van Order
JoEllen VanGalder
Dan B. Ward
Martha Warpehoski
Mary Jo Warwick
Alexis Weaver
Joan M. Wendling
Judith A. Weyhmiller
Launda Wheatley
Robert Whittemore
Marta G. Williams
Doug Williams
David P. Wilson
Michael Wojciechowski
Benjamin Wolf
Pamela L. Woodruff
Foster R. Woodward
Scott Wright
Jack N. Wykoff
Yoshihiko Yagi
Ben A. Zimont

HUMMINGBIRD ($1-$99) 
Brian Burt
Allyn G. Acheson
Jackie Adams
Irene Adams
Katherine Alkema
Paula M. Allred
Hannah Andersen
David A. Anderson
Anne Anderson
Joy Anderton
Dava Antoniotti
Doris Applebaum
Rebecca Argue
Harry Armitage
Paul Asmus
Brian Atkins
Susan Babcock
Andrew Bahrou



Daniel Bair
Zach Baker
Mary T. Baker
Christine Banks
Paul Banner
Joanne Bannigan
Erica Barajas
Karen Barnes
Sally Barnett
Jeffrey Barnum
Rhonda Barton
Patricia Beechem
Kevin Bell
Heather Benac
Sharon Benjey
Jan M. Benner
Carissa Berens
Emily Berezowsky
Christine Bergles
Jeanne Beroza
Deborah Betz
Ann Biek
Jordan Blanc
Sandra Bliesener
Korine E. Blyveis
Caitlyn E. Bodine
David Bogen
Alexis Bolo
Katherine Bolt
Sherwood D. Boudeman
Elizabeth Boyd
Michelle Bradway
Jon D. Brand
Charles W. Brandt
Caren Braymer
Marilyn K. Breu
Stephanie A. Brinkerhoff
Jeff Brockway
Donald J. Brown
Michael Brown
Khady Brumblay
Stephanie Buglione
Blaine Burnett
Jennifer Burris-Cook
Lee Burton
Kimery Anne Campbell
Kathryn H. Campbell
Sandra Carlson
Phyllis Carlson
Carol B. Carra
Joan Cavanaugh
Joanne Chamberlin
Anne Chavez
Cheboygan Middle/Intermediate 

School 
Cheff Center
Peggy Cheney
Sara Christenson
James Clark
Robin Clary
Aedin Clements
Holly Cochran
Thomas Collick
Sister Christine Parks 

Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph

Sarah Contos
Michael Cook
Rebekah Cook
Kathleen M. Cooney

David Cooper
Wendy Cornell
Charles E. Coverdale
Michael L. Covey
C. Robert Cowell
Theresa Cox
Donna J. Cox
Sherrie Crandall
Michelle Crooks
Jim Crowell
Sara Beth Custodio
Pam Dálitz
Gloria J. Danek
Shannon Daniels
Lenora Davis
Irene Day
Claudia Dean
Teresa D. Deau
Bill Deephouse
Susan C. Degroff
Jonathan W. Delano
Joe Demorest
Lisa DeWind
Shari Deyoung Pruis
Stephanie Diep
Michael A. Digon
Ruthann Dobbins
Kirk Domer
Colleen Donnelly
Douglas & Son, Inc.
Joanne Dozema
Darren Draves
Janet Duggins
Nicole Dwire
Eileen’s English Toffee
Tim A. Elbert
Michael Elick
Crystal Ellis
Lois E. Ellis
Ashley Elzerman
Cherri Emery
Doug Eplee
Melissa Ewing
Kathreen Fahey
Amelia Falk Wagner
Chelsie Fall
Anne Farnsworth
Benjamin Farrer
Susan Farver
Larry J. Feldpauseh
Gary Fergemann
Constance H. Ferguson
Kayne L. Ferrier
Dennis Field
Richard C. Fleming
Michael Fortin
Mary Foster
Elizabeth A. Fox
Mary Frailing
Amy Frankenberger
Doris Fredenburg-Tefft
Laura Fredrickson
Wendy Fritz
Robin Fritz
Shawna Gallagher
Michelle Garneau
Debra J. Garofola
Abigail Gasper
Givinga Foundation, Inc.
Michael F. Glenn

Pam Gnodtke
Gretchen Gobar
Leo P. Goddeyne
Diana Goes
Brendan Goethe
Katharine Gordon
Gordon Water Systems
Marilyn Graber
Trevor Grabill
Norman D. Grant
Hannah Gregus
Jeannette Greselin
Carol S. Griffith
Patricia A. Gudlaugsson
Jacquelilne Guingrich
Frederick G. Guyor
Thomas R. Hagadone
Ethel Hall
Kathryn L. Hamann
Janice Hamilton Hanson
Chris J. Hansen
Nicole Hart
Denise Hartsough
Theresa M. Heaton
Stacy Heisler
Mary K. Herder
Moises Hernandez
Luis Hernandez
Janice G. Herrick
Stacy Hibiske
Kathryn Hillenbrand
Carol L. Hodges
Carol Hollenbeck
Sonya Hollins
Judith Holloway
Lauri M. Holmes
Trinity Horn
Elizabeth Horton
Douglas E. Howk
Virginia Huffman
Patricia Humes
Stephen J. Humphrey
H. Allan Hunt
Colleen J. Huntsman
Kathleen J. Huston
Sherry Ihling
Layla Jabboori
Joyce Jackson
Pamela L. Jackson
Will James
Michael Johnson

Ann M. Johnson
Douglas Jonas
Victoria Jones
Brenda J. Jones
Rose J. Jordan
Raelyn Joyce
JustGive - Great Nonprofits
Kalamazoo Garden Club
Joseph Kaplan
Janice M. Karrer
Lisa Keith
Joseph Kelbaugh
Travis Kellum
Marvin Kelso
Cathleen Kender
Donna Keskimaki
Beverley Kirby
Lisa Kistler
Melinda Kleczynski
Christine Klein
Karen Klott
John W. Klyce
Andrew L. Knight
Peter Kobrak
Michael D. Koets
Heather Koning
Vicki W. Konzen
Terilyn Kortesky
Matthew Krautmann
Jennifer Kreinbring
John Kreuzer
Kristine Kubish
Kevin Lacey
Nancy Laliberte
Donna Lambert
William C. Lauritsen
Sarah Lawrence
Vicki LeButt
Rene Leclear
Cheryl Lee
Heather Leighton
Kathleen L. Lemmen
Kristy Lepley
Robert L. Leppard
Lucy Lercel
John Lewandowski
Mary Ellen Lezon
Sandra Linabury
Cindy Lindhurst
Ann Lindsay
Anne W. Lipsey



Jerry Lisiecki
Elizabeth Lockwood
John R. Lowes
Shelby Ludtke
Diana K. Lundquist
Jan Lung
Marcella Lynn
Kirsten A. Lyons
Braydon MacKenzie
Chris Magson
Judi Manning
Nancy Mansberger
Rosemary Marlatt
Michael Massey
Lorena Masterson
Franklin E. Maston
B. William Maxey
Michelle McBride
Kathryn McCrea
Terri L. McDonald
Jeff McKean
Mark McKeon
Lynda S. McKinnon
David McLeese
Elise Meger
Madison Memering
Tracey Mersfelder
Jeremy Meshew
Don Meyer
Nancy S. Miller
Cynthia J. Mills
Mara Minott
Laura Modic
Liam  Monk
Kindra Montgomery
Joshua Moon
Moonlight Marigolds Garden 

Club
Shannon Moore
Alexandra Moritz
Lorraine Mosier
Judy Moskalik
Balamurali Muraleedharan
Lauren Murphy
Katie Murphy
Kim Murray
Scott A. Musser
Pam Nash

Kevin T. Nauta
Charles Nelson
Regena F. Nelson
Jill Neubert
Margaret Nichols
Catherine Niessink
Thomas Noreen
Helen L. Norris
Mary E. Novrocki
Fred Nunley
Bonita E Nyman
Noel Ocen-Gorgone
Paul Olexia
Kristin O’Neill
Joel U. Orosz
Charlene Orwat
Jamie Overby
Cindy Owen
Alise Pagano
Barbara Ann Page
Joanne Parker
Cynthia Paroda
Emily Payne
Amelyn Payne
Holly Perkins
Drene Perreault
Nancy Peterson
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity
Christy Pierangeli
PJW Creole Cuisine
Kathleen M. Ploss
Pop City Popcorn
Stacy Postawa
Carolynn Potter
Linda Powell
Zoe Powis
Larry D. Poynter
Michael Pruis
William K. Purdy
Michelle Putman
Sue Putnam
Tim Putney
Shelby Rains
Zach Rathbaum
David Rathbun
Conrad Rattay
Paulette F. Rayel
Sarah M. Reding

Jerri Reges
Deborah J. Remer
Hillary Rettig
Susan Rice
Steve Rochow
Brian Rockwell
Jaime Rogers
John C. Roggow
Carlos Rojo Vargas
Lorettine Rosatti
Kathy Roschek
Kevin Roschek
Joanne Roschmann
Lois Rose
Kerri Rosenbaum
Lisa Rossland
Adriana Rotger
Judy K. Rowe
Felix Ruiz
Tom Rusnik
Britini Russell-Bianchi
Kristi K. Ryan
Analuz Sainz Rodriguez
Judith Salada
Sator Denes Sator
Sandy M. Schaefer
Douglas L. Scharp
Mary Ann Schmitz
Steve Schultz
Adam Schwabauer
Kathryn Scott
Frederick W. Seegers
Corinna Servis
Trish Shantz
Laura Shaw
Kristen Sherrill
Suzanne Shoemaker
Autumn Shroyer
Holly Shu Kin So
Gary Siegrist
Julie Simpson
Joanna Smart
Mary Smith
Luanne Speeter
Henry Spenski
Ronald J. Spenski
Craig Spink
Sandra Spitsbergen
Paula Sportel
Nicole Stachelski
Juanita Stamurs
Karla Stanley
Elizabeth J. Start
Susie Steffler
Larry Stehouwer
Kimberly A. Stelter
Kara Stephan
Susan Stephens
Susan Stimpfle
John D. Stodola
Philip Stohrer
Phil Stommen
Michael Stoner
Rodger Storteboom
Marian Stowers
Dhera A. Strauss
Kerri Sweeris
Elinor Sweet
Travis P. Szekely

Emily Tabuteau
Megan Takace
Jack Taylor
Mary Taylor
Harry A. Terpstra
Judith Thickson
Andrew Thompson
Debbie Thompson
James G. Thompson
William Thurston
Patrick Tobin
Barbara Toshalis
Nancy T. Troff
Carolyn A. Tropp
Joyce Tuharsky
Mary H. Turvey
Marcia Tyler
David Van Antwerp
Barbara J. VanDyken
Diane J. Vasold-Trupiano
Kathleen Vecore
Jose Velarde-Chan
Maarten Vonhof
Jodell Walker
Larry Walters
Donna M. Watkins
Joshua T. Weiner
Peter Weir
Karen Weller
West Michigan Lawn Services
Steven Wester
Gary P. Westman
Jan White
John T. Whyte
Janice E. Wick
Jacquelynn C. Williams
Joyce L. Winch
Kim M. Winchell
Shirley Wise
Phyllis Wolfe
Janice Wolff
Eugene Wood
Roberta Woodruff
Robert Woods
Diane Worden
Sharon Wright
JoAnn B. Yochim
Natalia Yuen
Amy Ziegler
Suzanne Zimmerman
Nancy Zinger
Katherine Zinger
Marilyn K. Zmudzinski

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Air Zoo
Anthony Badalamenti
Anna Barnhart
Jeanne Beroza
Michelle Bradway
Troy Bungart
Cheff Center
William R. Christiansen
Crop Services International
Katie Degesie
Cherri Emery
Amelia Falk Wagner
Debra J. Flook
Abigail Gasper



Brendan Godthe
Brendan Goethe
Gordon Water Systems
Trevor Grabill
Hannah Gregus
Theresa M. Heaton
Douglas Jonas
Kalamazoo KRESA
Linda K. Kekic
Kellogg Elementary School PTO
Karin A. Larsen
Calvin D. Longcore
Miller Auditorium
Patrice Mindock
Pop City Popcorn
Zach Rathbaum
Analuz Sainz Rodriguez
Felix Ruiz
Eric Smith
Mary Smith
Craig Spink
Phil Stommen
Joshua Stoops
Janet Tagett
Meg Tang
Lori Timmer
David Van Antwerp
Launda Wheatly

PATRON MEMBERSHIPS

BEECH LIFETIME
Nancy H. Acker
Christina and John Adams
Wade and Sandra Adams
Scott and Holly Allen
Alice Batts Apkarian and V. Ara 

Apkarian
Mark and Barbara Bach
Ken and Carol Baker
Bethany and Anna Banner
Phyllis J. Barents
Nanette Beaton
Fredric and Shawn Bonine
Julie Sokolow and Jay Bonsignore
Sherwood M. Boudeman
Kappy Boudeman
Karen Bowman
Marion Palmer and Larry Braak
Richard D. Brewer
Edie Bryant
Belinda J. Buchanan
Dennis and Janice E. Burke
Stacy and Daniel Burton
Richard and Joanne Chamberlin
Leonard and Patricia Chase
Matthew and Jennifer Claus
Molly and Gary Cole
Nancy Collins
Richard J. Cook
John and Karen Cooper
Kalman and Becky Csia
David and Ardyce Curl
Captain and Mrs. George DeLano
Brij and Atul Dewan
Angela and Zachariah Dugger
George and Linda Dunn
Sandra Edwards
Alfred Garcia and Sandra Edwards
Laurie Russell and Marc Elliott
Monica Ann Evans

Connie and Steve Ferguson
Conrad and Sonja Fischer
Clifton and Marsha Fisher
Mike and Stephany Frederick
Clay and Liza Jane Frey
Jeannette B. Freyburger
Rebecca and John Fulgoni
Mike and Gail Galbreath
Bobbi Jo Gamache
Russell Schipper and Ilse Gebhard
Jomie and Mike Goerge
Diana and John Goes
Sally D. DeLano-Goodman
David and Cynthia Greenwald
Genevieve and Jay Gudebski
Kevin and Rhonda Hausermann
Toni Herrick
Peter and Susan Heslinga
Ed and Ginnie Hessler
Jere Hinman
Nathan and Jennifer Hoffman
Henry and Krystal Holland
Dorothy M. Howard
Daniel and Maryann Hubbell
Agnes Hughes
Steve and Ann Jacus
Cheryl Granlund and Rex Jarman
Ronda E. Stryker and William D. 

Johnston
Jim and Jan Jones
Dennis J. Stelzer Jr.
Raymond J. Adams Jr.
Jim and LuAnne Justice
Gregory Kanipe
Brenda and Richard Keith
James and Nancy Kendall
Mary and Phil Kinney
Patricia L. and Richard J. Kirschner
Marlena and Kenneth Kirton
Rob and Deb Kittredge
Renee S. Kivikko
Megan and Karl Kowalske
Dori J. Kunkle
Lonnie and Sharon Kuntzman
David S. Bach and Jill Latta
Greg and Mary Ann Laurell
Thomas and Joyce Laux
Andrew Bruex and Anne Leary
Christopher and Margo Light
Lucas and Sarah Mansberger
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Kevin McCall
Priscilla S. McDougal
Beth McIntyre
Mrs. Elizabeth A. McLelland
Hugh and Connie Mehaffie
Mark and Linda Meulendyk
Wendy Mickle
Katharine P. Miller
Steve and Tammy Miltz-Miller
Craig and Diane Misner
Brenda and Tom Mohill
Cleora I. Mohney
Beverly Munson
Robert H. and Beth Nathan
Amelia Hansen and Paul Nehring
Anne L. Engh and Keith G. Nelson
Constance and Steven Nitsch
Rose Norwood
Leon D. Miller and Gina O’Hara

Linda and David Van Order
Anne S. and Paul V. Pancella
Theodore Parfet
Donald and Ann Parfet
Preston and Barbara Parish
Lyn Parkhurst
Floyd L. and Phyllis E. Parks
Carol and Doug Patridge
Patricia Pipe
Thomas and Mary Platte
Kathryn S. Polzin
Richard and Brenda Rakow
Jon L. Stryker and Slobodan 

Randjelovic
Henry A. Raup
Carla Koretsky and Thomas Reich
Nancy F. Richardson
Lois I. and James W. Richmond
Todd Alfes and Sandra Roethler
Terry and Karen Rowland
Judith and Michael Salada
Benjamin and Jane Schaefer
Beverly J. Schmitt
Charles and Betsie Scott
Janice C. Selby
Michael and Julie Sharp
Brian Wilson and Cybelle T. 

Shattuck
Janet Short
Tom E. and Ruth Small
Paul and Pamela Sotherland
Tom Kirkpatrick and Chuck 

Stafford
David and Linda Stafford
Jim and Cindy Stark
Lucy and Adam Sternburgh
Maggie and D.J. Stewart
Sarah Stewart
Patricia Stryker
Deborah Szajnberg
Kat T. Takahashi
James Teeter
James and Carolyn Timmons
George N. and Clare Todd
Chris and Michelle Tracy
James H. Triezenberg
Mary L. Tyler

Henry L. Upjohn, II and Martha 
Upjohn

Erik and Michele Erin VanAllen
Sara Parkhurst and Corey 

VanSparrentak
William and Kathryn Walter
Lorraine R. Willison
Michael and Amanda Wollenberg
Kathyrn Yarger
Ailese A. Scott and Brandon 

Zeigler
Kathy and Ben Zimont
Charles A. Van Zoeren

DOGWOOD
Frederick and Carol Berg

REDBUD
Phil and Ellen Robertson
Marilyn Vineyard
Diana and Thomas Lundquist
Therese and John Miller
Scott and Karen Sperry
Jim and Kathy Justen
Jeffrey L. Bernstein and Jean M. 

Stevens
Wendy Hand and David Homola
Brad and Adrienne Heidema
Paul and Joan Rahn
Sara Beth and Don Custodio
Joe and Helen Calles
Richard V. Nendorf and Almyra 

Parker
Paula M. Allred
Carl H. and Anna Z. Ill
Roger Zinser and Elizabeth A. 

Burns
Cindi Smith
Ralph L. Pernice and Nancy 

Englander
Donald and Mary Brown

SPICEBUSH
Susan and Rich Batton
Mark Woolf and Eliza Williams
Don Povendo
Joshua and Melia Fitzgibbon
Penelope Marsh



Kevin and Julie Eschen
Linda and W. Joseph Mills
Chris and Maribeth Lee
Craig Sherwood and Caroline 

Drake
Julie and Bob Peterson
Jan and Chuck Benner
Charlotte Hollinger and Sean 

Kelly
Christopher Fusciardi
Matthew and Clare Hollander
Gary and Meredith Reinhart
Nathan and Faith Bitely
Janet Muller
David and Suzann Middleton
Foster and Carolyn Woodward
Robin and Jason Reed
Tracy and Brian Argo
Regena and Eric Nelson
Carolina Flickinger and Jim 

McKee
Joanne E. Miller and Paul G. 

Rehkopf
Benjamin Hackett and Autumn 

Pedersen
Marc and Rhonda Barton
Charles and Linda Hall
Steven E. Kuntzman and Howard 

Tejchma
Forrest Ehmke and Autumn 

Hostetter
Robert and Sally Morris
Kathy Newland and Carmel 

Dover

NON PROFIT
Community Living Options
Heritage Community of 

Kalamazoo

In honor of 
SUMMER CAMP 
Cheryl Tenbrink, Bill and Lindy 

Rose 

In honor of 
DEAN ROSE 
Bill and Lindy Rose 

In honor of  
MICHAEL 
WOLLENBERG 
Catherine & Todd Johnson 

In honor of 
LAURA PORTER 
Cynthia K Porter 

In honor of 
BETTY UPJOHN MASON 
Elyse, Carson, and Everett Perry 
 
In honor of 
RITA LAREAU 
Kristy Lepley 

In honor of  
KALAMAZOO EARTH   
DAY CELEBRATION 
Heather Benac 

In memory of 
ROBERT M. SPEETER 
Luanne Speeter  

In memory of  
BRADFORD WALKER 
John and Beverly Folz, Carla and 

Hans Brigham, and Valerie 
Medlin 

In memory of 
MARY HILTON 
Dale R. Lighthizer 

In memory of 
DENNIS STELZER SR 
David Erdman 
In memory of 
JUDITH ANN MCCAIN 
Dennis Field, Late Bloomers 

Garden Club 

In memory of 
LINDA KEKIC 
Joan Cavanaugh 

In memory of 
PAULINE VERMEULEN 
Julie Kleis-Bramer 

In memory of 
BECKY PATTERSON 
Kathyrn Scott 

In memory of 
DANNY SLUSS 
Laura Cousineau 

In memory of  
EUGENE BURGWALD 
Nancy Strong, Suzanne 

Shoemaker 

In memory of 
RICHARD BREWER 
Bill and Lindy Rose 

In memory of 
BOB HAAS 
Kirsten Lyons

COOPER’S GLEN LEGACY 
members support KNC’s 
future through planned gifts 
that honor their connection 
to the natural world. Planned 
gifts to KNC ensure access 
to preserved lands and 
wonderful  programs for 
generations to come.
INDICATED MEMBERS
Wade and Sandra Adams 
David A. Anderson 
Carol J. Ashley and Susan Hubert 
Fredric and Shawn Bonine
Sherwood and Kathryn 

Boudeman 
Belinda J. Buchanan 
Bob and Sandra Capp 
Mike and Judy Clark 
Beatrice Clawson 
C. Robert and Marcia A. Cowell 
Kathy Cromwell 
Ardyce Curl 
David and Ardyce Curl 
Jean De Mott and Frederick W. 

Seegers 
Stephen F. DeBoer 
Jonathan and Jane Delano
Monica Ann Evans 
Sally J. Goddard 
Diana and John Goes 
Henry and Krystal Holland 
Evelyn Iversen 
Bruce R. Johnson 
Jim and Kathy Justen 
Conrad Kaufman and Rebecca 

Boase 
Barbara E. Kaufmann 
Richard and Brenda Keith 
Marilyn and Alfred Kleekamp
Timothy Knobloch 
Donna S. Little 

W. Ted Little 
Kim and Peter Loftus 
Kathryn McCoy 
Ruth M. Moser 
Robert and Barbara Nixon 
Joan Orman and Eric Bekker
Paulette F. Rayel and Howard 

Hoffman 
Lois I. and James W. Richmond
Dr. Willard M. Rose and Ms. 

Lindy M. Rose 
Dave and Carol Schmitt 
Fritz Seegers and Jean De Mott
Dennis E. and Linda Snider
Margaret E. Spencer 
Kathleen K. Springsteen 
Andrea Starz 
Marcia V. Stucki 
Betsy V. Thorne 
Robert B. Tower 
Chris and Michelle Tracy 

REALIZED MEMBERS
Doris A. Bach 
Shirley Bach 
Bruce J. Batts 
Dr. H. Lewis Batts Jr. 
Jean McColl Batts 
Avis E. Bloomquist 
William W. Byrnes 
E. Louanne Delor 
Althea E. Dilley 
Mary I. Dobrovir 
Donald S. Gilmore 
J. Ward and Mary Greiner 
Wanda Grochowski 
Laurel A. Grotzinger 
Ella P. and J. Edward Haines 

Rexford Hall 
Loyse B. Hueschen 
Margaret J. Keefe 
Alice B. Kniss 
Dr. Betty Rita Gomez Lance 
Gerald G. Lay 
Betty Lou Levene 
Barbara F. Maddox 
Edwin E. and Mary Upjohn 

Meader 
Mary U. Meader 
Val Noble 
Martha G. Parfet 
Suzanne Upjohn DeLano Parish 
Cornelia C. Peck 
A. Scott Petersen 
R.A. Rifenberg 
Mary DeLano Rizzardi 
Robert and Lenore Rose 
Russell L. Sherman 
Glen C. Smith Jr. 
Helen K. Summers 
Margaret Varney 
Wilma M. Volderauer 
Mrs. Vera M. Wallach 
Henry E. Westerville 
Naomi L. Williams 
Sylvia Wong 
Mr. Thomas Woodworth 
Beatrice M. Wyse



KNC Staff 2022-23
Luke Allison

Tyler Allyn-White
Shaina Alvesteffer
Madeline Amaro
Anne Anderson

Mariah Armstrong
Kyra Blum

John Brenneman
Tamila Brode

Aaron Campbell
Dan Carra

Kaitlyn Chilson
Kirsten Clemente  

Justin Davies
Becca DeLong

Josh Derby
Stephanie Diep 
Andrew Doane
Lindsey Dolinski 

Erin Frey
Cheyenne Gandy 

Robinson Gingerich 
Forest Gluys

Heather Goetzinger

Sarah Gonda
Elizabeth Haist

Tanequa Hampton
Karissa Hapke
Megan Heft
Amber Hejl

Lindsey Homan
Molly Jager
Fischer Jex
Gary Jones 

Brenda Keith
Eugenia Kennedy

Rich Keith 
Ben Koetje 

Rachel Koetje 
Ryan Koziatek

Shannon Ladoucuer
Sky Lester 

Kaitlin Lindahl
Kim Long

Alyssa Lundberg
Kyle Martin 

Aaron Maust
Jennifer Meilinger

Holly Morris  
Merideth Morrow

Austin Patrie
Korea Ray
Jen Rice

Gary Rugg
Laura Sacha

Chris Sanford
Hannah Shiner

Gary Smith
Sophia Snipes

Allie Spring
Alicia Swift

Carli Thompson
Emily Tieman
Beth Turner 
Olivia Turner

Abby Utterback
Michele VanAllen 

Julien Wilder
Laurel Wong

Kimberly Zewatsky

Executive Team
Nathan Smallwood, President & CEO

Jose Amaro, Vice President, Facilities & Project Management
Nancy Cobado, Vice President, Finance & Administration 
Jenny Doezema, Vice President, Learning & Engagement
Jessica Simons, Vice President, Conservation Stewardship 

Tom Springer, Vice President, Development
Lisa Panich, Director, Marketing & Communications


