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For the 2025 season a total of 58 surveys were conducted from March 19th through May 26th accounting for 
130 species, which is exactly the average. During this Spring season there were some very warm 
temperatures at the end of April and early May which accounted for a very fast leaf out and during that 
same time frame was also the largest movement of new migrants into the area with April 25th and 30th 
having the largest influx of new species for this Spring. There were significantly less Cuckoos this Spring 
than there has been in the past couple years in fact I was not able to find a Black-billed Cuckoo at all!  The 
number of Cuckoos has been up the last few years due to the Spongy Moth outbreak because Cuckoos are 
fuzzy caterpillar specialists, but since the outbreak seems to have finished in this area the Cuckoo 
numbers have gone back to normal numbers.  

There were 29 species of Warblers found with a rare sighting of a Prothonotary Warbler. This species does 
nest in Kalamazoo County but are usually found along the Kalamazoo River and sightings at Kleinstuck for 
this species are quite rare. Another unusual warbler found was the Connecticut Warbler which, even 
though it is an annual visitor, they pass through in a very short amount of time and are very hard to see due 
to their secretive nature.  A species of Warbler that was not hard to find at Kleinstuck during 2025 was the 
Palm Warbler which had numerous sightings for many weeks and finished with 5 times higher than average 
numbers.  The opposite was true for Swainson’s Thrush, which was not located until May 9th, which is a full 
10 days later than usual and when they did finally arrive their numbers were half of their seasonal average.   

The Great Horned Owls successfully fledged two young this year and it looks like the Broad-winged Hawks 
were setting up to nest again also. On May 2nd and the 7th a Red-headed Woodpecker was seen which is 
only the 4th time this species has been found in the last 25 years at Kleinstuck. All together it was a great 
season and can’t wait to see what happens next year. 
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